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THE 2010 PHILIPPINE ELECTIONS: TOWARD DEMOCRATIC
CONSOLIDATION OR CONTINUING INSTABILITY?

A Presentation by Takeshi Kawanaka, Ph.D., Institute of Developing Economies

Précis:

Although the Philippines started the “third wave” of democratization in Asia, its democracy has been
perceived as unstable. The country experienced not a few coup attempts, scandals of the
Presidents, and large scale rallies on the street. Even elections, a fundamental democratic solution
to the conflicts in the society, have not been able to gain the confidence of the people due to various
frauds. In the 2010 elections, Noynoy Aquino, son of the two national “heroes” of democratization,
was elected new President. Did the 2010 elections bring the hope for democratic consolidation? Or
was the same old game merely repeated? We will try to assess the impact of the 2010 Philippine
elections.
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Takeshi Kawanaka is Senior Research Fellow of the Institute of Developing Economies, Japan. His
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