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Précis:

During the Khmer Rouge Regime from 1975 to 1979, almost one quarter of the Cambodian population died. Thirty years
after the events, an international tribunal is finally dealing with the crimes under former leader Pol Pot. The hybrid court
with national and international judges, prosecutors and defense lawyers will try at least five of the most responsible
perpetrators for torture, genocide and crimes against humanity. The short documentary “The Khmer Rouge Tribunal —
Cambodia’s Search for Justice” gives an introduction to the historical and legal background of the proceedings. In
interviews with two contemporary witnesses who survived the Pol Pot regime, the film addresses the major questions
faced by the court today: Does a criminal trial still make sense - 30 years after the crimes were committed? Why is
participation of the international community necessary? What impact do the proceedings have on the victims? After seeing
the film, students are invited to discuss the challenges of international criminal law and its importance for Cambodia’s
national reconciliation.
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